
  
 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date! 
A conference focusing on: 

• Leadership  

• Immigration Issues 

• Education 

• Health 

• Business/Economic Development 

• Social Issues 

     October 16, 2007 

    The Sheraton Hotel &Suites 

        Indianapolis 

      Registration Details Coming Soon! 

      For More Information, Please Call: 

                       (317) 233-5048 

 

 

 



About the Conference: 
What:  
The 6th Statewide Conference on Hispanic/Latino Issues: Empowering Hispanic/Latino 
Hoosiers for a Stronger Indiana 
 
When:    
Tuesday, October 16, 2007 8:00am – 5:00pm 
(Evening Reception hosted at the Governor’s Residence on Monday, October 15) 
 
Where:    
The Sheraton Hotel located at Keystone at the Crossing 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
 
Who:    
Hosted and Sponsored by the Indiana Commission on Hispanic/Latino Affairs 
  
 
Conference Goals and Structure 
The statewide conference will be held on October 16, 2007.  The goal of this one day 
conference is to bring governmental, business, community, educational and other leaders 
from throughout the state together to “empower Hispanic/Latino Hoosiers for a stronger 
Indiana.”  The conference will achieve this goal in three ways: 
 
1) Providing a forum for those in the public and private sector to learn about hot 

issues facing Hispanics/Latinos in Indiana today 
2) Connecting key constituencies across the State to exchange information and best 

practices 
3) Encouraging leadership development within the Hispanic/Latino community 
 
The conference will execute these goals through its plenary sessions, workshops, 
networking events and keynote speeches.   
 
Plenary Sessions  will focus on the major issues facing Hispanics/Latinos not only in 
Indiana but in the nation, including: 
 

� Immigration Reform 
� Leadership Development 

 
Workshops  will focus on the latest issues facing Hispanics/Latinos in key areas: 

� Education 
� Health 
� Business 
� Economic Development 
� Social Issues 

 



Keynote Speakers and Guest Panelists have been invited to encourage leadership and 
provide inspiration. The commission has invited the following individuals to fulfill this 
purpose: 

John Quinones: John Quinones is co-anchor of Primetime Live and, most recently, 
correspondent for Primetime Thursday and 20/20. Quiñones' recent work includes a 
Primetime hidden camera report in which he went undercover to reveal how clinics were 
performing unnecessary surgical procedures as part of a major nationwide insurance 
scam. He also reported on such diverse topics as the Elizabeth Smart kidnapping case, 
the plight of conjoined twins, the ongoing search for the notorious Zodiac killer, and 
would-be Mexican immigrants attempting to cross into the US via the treacherous route 
known as "The Devil's Highway."   

Attorney General Alberto Gonzalez: Alberto R. Gonzales was sworn in as the nation's 
80th Attorney General on February 3, 2005.  Prior to serving at the Department of Justice, 
he was commissioned as White House Counsel to President George W. Bush in January 
of 2001. Before serving in the White House, he served as a Justice of the Supreme Court 
of Texas. He served as Texas' 100th Secretary of State from December 2, 1997 to 
January 10, 1999. Gonzales was born in San Antonio, Texas and raised in Houston. He is 
a graduate of Texas public schools, Rice University, and Harvard Law School. Gonzales 
served in the United States Air Force between 1973 and 1975, and attended the United 
States Air Force Academy between 1975 and 1977.  

United States Senator Mel Martinez: Melquiades Rafael “Mel” Martinez was sworn in as 
Florida’s thirty-third United States Senator on January 4, 2005, and took his place in the 
history books as the first Cuban-American to serve in the U.S. Senate.  Mel Martinez has 
called Florida home since the age of 15 when he came to Orlando from his native Sagua 
la Grande, Cuba.  From 2001-2004, Martinez served as the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development under President George W. Bush.  In 2004, Martinez moved back to 
his beloved Florida and successfully ran for the U.S. Senate. Senator Martinez quickly 
developed a reputation for working across the aisle with his Senate colleagues, effectively 
bringing Republicans and Democrats together for the sake of Florida and the nation.  

United States Senator Evan Bayh: Elected to his second term in November 2004, Senator 
Evan Bayh currently serves on five Senate committees. Bayh also served for more than 
four years as Chairman of the Democratic Leadership Council (DLC), a national group 
that offers support for Democratic elected officials and community leaders with a 
progressive approach on issues. Before his election to the Senate, Bayh served two 
terms as Governor of Indiana, where he established the state as one of the strongest, 
most financially secure economies in the nation.  Senator Bayh counts as his most 
important role and greatest responsibility a position he assumed in November 1995: 
proud father of twin sons Beau and Nick - a joy he shares daily with his wife, Susan.  

 United States Senator Richard Lugar: Senator Richard Lugar is an unwavering advocate 
of U.S. leadership in the world, strong national security, free-trade and economic growth.  
Lugar graduated first in his class at both Shortridge High School in Indianapolis and 



Denison University in Granville, Ohio. He attended Pembroke College at Oxford 
University as a Rhodes Scholar, studying politics, philosophy and economics.  As the two-
term mayor of Indianapolis (1968-75), he envisioned the unification of the city and 
surrounding Marion County into one government.  He was first elected to the U.S. Senate 
in 1976 and won a sixth term in 2006 with 87 percent of the vote, his fourth consecutive 
victory by a two-thirds majority.   

Mayor of Los Angeles, The Honorable Antonio Villaraigosa:  Antonio R. Villaraigosa is the 
41st mayor of Los Angeles. He was elected on May 17, 2005 and sworn into office on 
July 1, 2005. Villaraigosa is known for his exceptional skill at building broad bi-partisan 
coalitions and is considered one of the leading progressive voices in the United States. 
Villaraigosa graduated from Theodore Roosevelt High School and attended UCLA, where 
he received a B.A. degree in history. He is a graduate of the People’s College of Law.  In 
1994, Villaraigosa was elected to the California State Assembly; four years later, his 
colleagues elected him the first Assembly Speaker from Los Angeles in 25 years.  In 
2003, he was elected to the Los Angeles City Council, 14th District During his tenure on 
the City Council.  Mayor Villaraigosa is the first Latino mayor of Los Angeles since 1872. 

 
History of the Hispanic/Latino Conference 
In 2005, the ICHLA hosted the 5th State-wide Conference on Hispanic/Latino Issues: A 
Healthy Indiana.  The conference successfully hosted 250 community, business, 
educational and civic leaders from around the state.  The Conference continues with the 
goal of addressing the opportunities and challenges of the growing Hispanic/Latino 
population by providing information and resources to practitioners working with the new 
population on a local level, developing cultural competencies and encouraging leadership 
development.  In 2006, the Commission voted to hold the conference on a biennial basis. 
 
Through a partnership with the Indiana Association for Community Economic 
Development (IACED), Purdue Cooperative Extension and Purdue University, the first 
Annual Statewide Summit on Hispanic/Latino Issues, The Changing Face of Indiana, was 
held in Indianapolis in 2001. The Conference has continued and was finally transitioned to 
the Indiana Commission on Hispanic/Latino Affairs in 2005.  
Both Purdue Cooperative Extension and IACED continue to be major partners by 
providing in kind staff time and other administrative support.   
 
Indiana’s Hispanic/Latino Population: 
The Hispanic/Latino population continues to grow at a tremendous pace.  The 2000 U.S. 
Census counted over 214,000 Hispanics/Latinos.  Recent estimates show that there are 
roughly 285,000 + Hispanics/Latinos residing in Indiana, a significant increase from 
previous years.  The recent population boom in Hispanic/Latino Hoosiers displays a shift 
from the long-standing pattern of concentration in the Northwest sector to areas 
throughout the entire state.  As it is steadily increasing, the Hispanic/Latino community in 
Indiana is a growing force that presents a number of opportunities. 
 



� In 2005, the Hispanic/Latino population in the continental U.S. was over 42 million, 
or 14% of the total population. It is projected that Hispanics/Latinos will account for 
more than one in four Americans by 2050.  

� Hispanic/Latino buying power in the U.S. is more than $736 billion. 
� By 2010, it is expected that Hispanics/Latinos will have more than $1 trillion in 

disposable income.  
 
� Indiana’s Hispanic/Latino population has increased by over 31% in the past 5 

years 
� Hispanic/Latino buying power in Indiana is more than $4 billion 
� In 2010, Hispanic/Latino buying power in Indiana is projected to be over $7.1 billion 

    
(Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and University of Georgia’s Selig Center for Economic Growth) 

 
The Statewide Conference on Hispanic/Latino Issues offers a wide array of opportunities 
for your agency to make a deeper and more credible connection with Indiana’s 
Hispanic/Latino community.   
  

 
About ICHLA:  

   The Indiana Commission on Hispanic/Latino Affairs (ICHLA) was established in 2003 by 
Executive Order.  ICHLA is a non-partisan state agency working toward economic, 
educational, and social equality.  ICHLA identifies, measures and reviews programs and 
legislation, and also researches challenges and opportunities affecting the 
Hispanic/Latino community. ICHLA identifies solutions and provides recommendations to 
the Governor and Legislature, and also promotes cooperation and understanding 
between the Hispanic/Latino community and other communities in the State.   


